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SINCE 1969 several techniques have been developed which have given the opportunity for
analysis of various populations of haemopoietic cells and the factors which control their
multiplication and differentiation. These methods define cells and populations of cells in
functional rather than morphological terms. The contributors to this book give a very lucid
account of these methods, the physiological information which they have provided and, in
some chapters, a brief account of some of their clinical applications.
The book is not just another of these topical but ill-constructed collections of reviews
written in a jargon incomprehensible to all but a chosen few. A deliberate and largely suc-
cessful attempt has been made to present the subject in a form suitable for non-super-
specialists. Inevitably there is some overlap between different contributions but this seems
to maintain continuity rather than to irritate with tedious repetition.
The overall emphasis is on the physiological rather than the pathological. This is not a
criticism but it probably means that the book will not be immediately attractive to the
general clinician. For haematologists and immunologists it is a "must".
T.A.McN.
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